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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - JULY 12, 2011
CHARLES DENHAM, M.D. RECEIVES 2011 NIGHTINGALE & CODMAN WORLD PATIENT SAFETY DAY AWARD

CHARLES DENHAM, M.D., Harvard Instructor, Mayo Clinic Adjunct Professor and Radiation Oncologist has been voted recipient of the 2011 Florence Nightingale and Dr. E. Codman World Patient Safety Day Award.  

Florence Nightingale was one of the first epidemiologists, statisticians, evidence-based practice and patient safety pioneers in nursing and healthcare.  Dr. Codman followed with his stellar surgical career and hospital evidence-based “end results” theory and practice.

Nightingale and Codman represented the values, character and pioneering evidence-based translational practice that placed patient safety and quality outcomes above all else. In recognition of his pioneering and innovative patient safety and quality improvement work, Dr. Denham has been voted the 2011 recipient of the award which honors those who represent the values and furtherance of the patient safety work of Nightingale and Codman.

Like Nightingale and Codman, Dr. Denham has devoted much of his career to patient safety and healthcare performance improvement.  He developed and implemented a consensus model for identifying evidence-based safe practice standards and translation of standards of care into healthcare practice.  He led national and global initiatives resulting in paradigm-shifting value-based healthcare pay-for-performance standards.  Dr. Denham developed innovative strategies for including patient input, throughput and output into the methodology for laying the knowledge foundation for exploratory research that can be expected to help improve patient outcomes.  He developed the first patient-provider partnership panel of authors for collaborative review of national safe standards of care and practice, published in the National Quality Forum Safe Practices for Better Healthcare (2009).  Dr. Denham is an outspoken advocate of healthcare performance improvement, safe standards and practices that chase zero preventable patient harm, value-based healthcare purchasing and reimbursement, and transparency in healthcare.  Dr. Denham’s patient safety service includes being a founding member and chair of the Leapfrog Group Safe Practices Program, co-chair of the NQF Safe Practices Consensus Standards Committee, Institute for Healthcare Improvement faculty, founder and chair of the Texas Medical Institute of Technology which has funded numerous private and public patient safety initiatives, including a 2007 pay-for performance hospital safe practice reporting program, and is the Editor-and-Chief of the Journal of Patient Safety.

Patient Safety Day is held on July 25th annually. Patients, families, healthcare providers and consumer groups join together in a moment of silence and candlelight vigil; online, at home, work or wherever you are - in memory of patients and families who have lost their life or quality of life due to medical errors - and in tribute to those who work to improve the quality and safety of healthcare for future patients. The event now draws participants from more than 41 states and numerous countries. 

For additional detail on the 11th annual World Patient Safety Day, please visit www.patientsafetyday.com.
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